


Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace;
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;

Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is error, the truth;

Where there is doubt, the faith;
Where there is despair, hope;

Where there is darkness, light;
And where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master,
Grant that I may not so much seek

To be consoled, as to console;
To be understood, as to understand;

To be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive;
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

Amen.
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PEACE PRAYER
by St. Francis of Assisi





Have you ever eavesdropped on a church parking 
lot conversation? I, have heard several. One particular one caught 
my attention one Sunday morning. It wasn’t very remarkable in the 
content, as I have heard much of it so many times before. What was 
remarkable was the manner of the conversation. This person was 
talking to themselves. It went a little something like this:

Grumbling and growling 
     – I’m sick of my church! 
and then scowled
     – The members of this church are so
        unfriendly!
     – The sermons are way too long!
     – In fact, everything about this church is
        wrong!
     – I don’t like the singing!
     – The church, what a disgrace. There are
        signs of neglect all over the place!
     – You know what, I am going to quit
        going here and I won’t give a dime!
     – I can make better use of my money and my time!

Then I noticed this person began struggling with themselves mentally. 
It was quite a sight to see. Something from the inside was causing them 
great concern. I got a little nervous and was about to intervene when 
the conversation continued:

     – The trouble with you is, you are too blind to see that the church
        you are complaining about reflects you, whatever it be! 
     – Now what you need to do, is COME, pray and serve cheerfully! 
     – Stop all your faultfinding and boost your church up strong!
     – When you do your do for the church you belong to you will find
        that you are happy and proud that you belong!
     – Be friendly! – Be willing! – Sing as you work!
     – For churches are not built by members who shirk!



ALL IN – TOTAL COMMITMENT
 
GOD IS LOOKING FOR SOMEBODY
– Isaiah 6:5-8

We live in an age where the perverse conditions of man have caused a spiritual draught, 
and a ferocious famine in the land. Instead of man turning to God for deliverance, many 
are comfortable with corruption, while others have saturated their hearts with 
the deceitful, maligned, and bitter taste of sin. It appears that godly ethics have 
evaporated, morals have moved, and truth has travelled to a distant land. Homicide, 
suicide, and genocide, continue to spread like wildfire, scorching and torching those in its 
path. My brothers and my sisters, God is looking for somebody who has a made up mind 
to make a stand for the gospel. God is looking for somebody. God is looking 
for somebody he can trust to get the job done. The times of this day and 
age require this paramount question to be asked, 

“Can God Count on You?”
The prophet Isaiah recognized the sinful condition of himself, his people, and of the 
world. Consequently, he knew that something must be done to correct a calloused 
condition. In order to be used by God, we must first be purged by God, Psalm 51:7 
– Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than 
snow. Isaiah recognized that a change must take place in his own life before he could 
make an impact on the lives of others. My brothers and my sisters we must recognize 
that there are some things in our lives that the Lord must purge us of. Only God, 
through the blood of Jesus, and the power of the Holy Ghost, can take a black heart and 
make it white as snow. Have you been purged lately?
 
Our testimony ought to be like David’s in Psalm 51:10-12 – Create in me a clean 
heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from thy 
presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy 



salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. Then will I teach transgressors thy 
ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee.

In other words, we must go through God’s divine recycling process. Whenever 
something is recycled, it is transformed from something that is used into something 
that is new. II Corinthians 5:17 – Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. Places we 
used to go we don’t go anymore; things we used to say, we don’t say anymore; 
things we used to do, we don’t do anymore. Why? Because we have been recycled! 
Yes, God is looking for somebody he can recycle for his use!
 
After Isaiah had been purged by the live coal, he volunteered for service. What I love 
about the text is that God did not have to twist his arm. God did not have to beg him. 
God did not have to cause a crisis in his life. Brothers and Sisters, it is an honor and a 
privilege to be in the service of the Lord. God should not have to twist our arms, beg 
us, or cause crisis in our lives to press us into service. We should be excited and say 
like Isaiah, Here am I, send me.

But I have discovered that there are too many sideline saints, content with coming to 
church and that’s all. What are the characteristics of a sideline saint? They have 
big Bibles but don’t read them. While we sit in worship, Church School, Bible study, and 
prayer meeting, they sit at home. They talk the talk, but refuse to walk the walk. That is a 
sideline saint. They are like the athlete that dresses for the game, but does not want to 
go into the game. But God is looking for somebody he can depend on 
to get in the game!
 
Our world is filled with the young and the restless, and those who think they are 
bold and beautiful, but they are living on the edge of night, while the days of our 
lives are filled with gunsmoke, and many find themselves in the general hospital, 
because there is no law and order and public morals have gone astray. We live in 
a world where scandal is the new norm, having an empire puts you above the haves 
and have nots, where wearing orange (the new black) and being a modern family 
are the new trends. This world is being filled with angels from hell that are building 



wicked cities here on earth.

Consequently we are living an american horror story where ryan has no hope, all 
my children have not been touched by an angel, and they are looking for american 
idols to take them to another world so as not to be the last man on earth. God 
is looking for somebody to stand firm in the FAITH and on the WORD of God. God 
is looking for somebody who will stand and say, Here am I, Lord 
send me!
 
My questions to you are:

• Is Tanner that SOMEBODY?

• Do we have any Isaiah’s in the house?

• Should God stop by here to find that SOMEBODY?
 
The proposed theme for the 2015|2016 conference year is ALL IN – TOTAL 
COMMITMENT. God is looking for somebody to Be ALL IN with a TOTAL 
COMMITMENT to his WILL, WAY, and WORK. Tanner has that somebody that He 
is looking for – I believe in my heart that we do. There are Tannerites who are willing to 
be ALL IN with TOTAL COMMITMENT.

Being ALL IN means that YOU are making a – 
•	 Declaration

to God – Here am I, send me. I am ALL IN.

You are going to allow GOD to make a – 
•	 Transformation

in your life so that you are no longer conformed to the world.

And you are willing to be a part of the –
•	 Unification

of the body of Christ working with one another to the Glory of God in TOTAL 



COMMITMENT.
 
So the answer to my questions begins with our DECLARATION here and now 
that we want to be TRANSFORMED and UNIFIED to become “ALL IN”  IN 
CHRIST – TOTALLY COMMITTED TO THE WILL, WAY AND WORK OF 
GOD. We want to be the ‘somebody’ that God is looking for.

ALL IN – TOTAL COMMITMENT
Total Commitment means 100 per cent of something rather than 95 percent, or 60 
percent, or 10 percent. Total Commitment comes by choice. It is voluntary. You can 
either do it or not do it. The choice is yours and yours alone. No one can make you or 
force you to be totally committed to anything.
 
For us to become ALL IN with TOTAL COMMITMENT to Jesus Christ we first 
must make the declaration, then we make a transformation and then we work towards 
unification.
 
How does this work? Well let’s break down our three areas to being ALL IN and  
TOTAL COMMITMENT.
 
DECLARATION
I Declare that I am ALL IN | We Declare that We Are ALL IN 

– Isaiah 6:8
Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, 
Here am I; send me.

When you make a declaration you are formally and confidently making a statement 
of something. With reference to Isaiah, his declaration of “Here am I; send me,” was 
a statement of total commitment to the charge at hand – Whom shall I send? Isaiah’s 
declaration was one of commitment – TOTAL COMMITMENT to be ALL IN.

Tanner Family, we are being charged to make our own declaration of TOTAL 



COMMITMENT to be ALL IN! We are being called to SURRENDER OUR ALL 
to Christ Jesus. Will you make that declaration with me today?
 
TRANSFORMATION
Let ALL of You be transformed by the Power of God 

– Romans 12:1-2
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to 
this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

In Romans 12:1-2 Paul is writing to the believers in Rome and urges them to 
transformation. He calls them brethren, which means that they had already made a 
declaration and decision to follow Christ. They had believed in Him. Paul here does not 
question their salvation, yet there is something that they tragically needed. They needed 
to move to transformation. Just like they needed to move towards transformation, 
we also must move towards transformation so that we can become totally 
committed.
 
Why do we need to go through transformation? Because every part of us needs to be 
aligned with God.
 
Paul tells us in Romans 12:1-2 to present our bodies. Yes, God is interested in your 
body. But the body here is the sum total of all the parts, everything that we are – our 
emotions, our mind, our likes, our dislikes, our will, our Spirit, every part of us. So Paul 
urges us to present all of who we are to God.

There are three things that God really wants us to present to him:

•	 Our BODY – We need to give God our body to be used for His Glory. The 
Christian’s body is God’s temple because the Spirit of God dwells within us.



•	 Our MIND – The world wants to control your mind, but God wants to 
transform your mind. If the world controls your thinking, you are a 
conformer; if God controls your thinking you are a transformer. Let this mind 
be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.

•	 Our WILL – Your mind controls your body, and your will controls your mind. 
We surrender our will to God through disciplined prayer. As we spend time 
in prayer, we surrender our will to God and pray, with the Lord, “not my will, but 
thy will be done.” We must pray about everything and let God have His way in 
everything.

The word “present” means to offer up. We ought to offer ourselves to the Lord for 
transformation. We ought to say, I’m yours Lord. I am ALL IN. Everything I have, 
everything I am. Melt me, Mold me, Use me, fill me – Transform Me LORD! When 
we do this, it means that we are dedicated completely and wholly to God. Why would 
we do this? Why would we allow God to transform us? Because of what God has done 
for us.

•	 His grace and mercy brought us through.
•	 We are living this moment because of him.

 
God wants our best, whatever that may be. God is concerned with excellence. And 
excellence in God’s sight is not being the best; it means BEING YOUR BEST because 
He is worthy.

UNIFICATION
We are ALL Part of One Body. Let us Unify Ourselves One with the Other to 
do the Work of God to His Glory!

 – I Corinthians 12:12-26
For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being 
many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—



whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into[a] one 
Spirit. For in fact the body is not one member but many.
 
If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the 
body? And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body,” is it therefore 
not of the body? If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were 
hearing, where would be the smelling? But now God has set the members, each one of them, in 
the body just as He pleased. And if they were all one member, where would the body be?

But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. And the eye cannot say to the hand, 
“I have no need of you”; nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” No, much 
rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary. And those members 
of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow greater honor; and our 
unpresentable parts have greater modesty, but our presentable parts have no need. But God 
composed the body, having given greater honor to that part which lacks it, that there should 
be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another. 
And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the 
members rejoice with it.
 
It takes a TEAM! Every member is a part of the body of Christ. Every member is to 
be involved in the ministry of Kingdom Building. Every member has a unique purpose. 
Each of us has a talent or ability like none other. It takes a TEAM! It takes a good team 
empowered by God’s spirit to make a good | A GREAT CHURCH. If you are where 
God has called you to be, doing what God called you to do, then you will be beneficial to 
the Kingdom of God and the Body of Christ.

This day; I encourage you to let your heart look upward, see the 
Lord high and lifted up; hear the angels singing . . . Holy, holy, holy. Look inward, 
and make sure of your own spiritual condition. Look outward, and say, Here 
am I, send me! I am ALL IN!

Will you answer His call today? Come and have an encounter with God, and 



experience change.

Being ALL IN with TOTAL COMMITMENT is the alignment of 
one’s	motives,	resources,	priorities	and	goals	to	fulfill	a	specific	
mission	or	accomplish	a	specific	task	or	follow	a	specific	person.

GOD IS CALLING US TO GO DEEP! 

Deeper in our Commitment

Deeper in our Fellowship

Deeper in our Giving

Deeper in our Praise

Deeper in our Prayer Life

Deeper in our Service

Deeper in our Study of the Word

Deeper in our Walk

Deeper in our Witness

Deeper in our Worship





To the Savior’s waiting arms.

If you cannot be the 
watchman,

Standing high on Zion’s wall,
Pointing out the path to 

heaven,
Offering life and peace to all;
With your prayers and with 

you bounties
You can do what heaven 

demands;
You can be like faithful Aaron

Holding up the prophet’s 
hands.

If among the older people
You may not be apt to teach,
“Feed My lambs,” said Christ 

our Shepherd,
“Place the food within their 

reach.”
And it may be that the children

You have led with trembling hand
Will be found among your jewels,
When you reach the better land.

Let none hear you idly saying,
“There is nothing I can do.” 

While the souls of men are dying,
And the Master calls for you. 

Take the task He gives you gladly,
Let His work your pleasure be;

Answer quickly when He calleth;
“Here am I; send me, 

send me!”

-- by Pastor D. March --

Hark the voice of Jesus crying,
“Who will go and work today?

Fields are white, and harvest waiting:
Who will bear the sheaves away?

Loud and strong the Master calleth,
Rich reward He offers thee:

Who will answer, gladly saying,
“Here am I; send me, send me!”

If you cannot cross the ocean,
And the heathen lands explore,

You can find the heathen nearer,
You can help them at your door.

If you cannot give your thousands,
You can give the widow’s mite;
And the least you do for Jesus
Will be precious in His sight.

If you cannot speak like angels,
If you cannot preach like Paul,
You can tell the love of Jesus,
You can say He died for all.

If you cannot rouse the wicked
With the Judgment’s dread alarms,

You can lead the little children



OUR GOALS AND 
OBJECTIVES FOR 
2015 | 2016

1. To reach people with the 
love of God – 
EVANGELISM

2. To connect them in loving 
relationships with other 
Christians – FELLOWSHIP

3. To help them to grow in 
their faith through God’s 
word – DISCIPLESHIP

4. To challenge them to 
unwrap their gifts – 
MINISTRY & OUTREACH

5. To Glorify God with their 
lives – 
WORSHIP



E v a n ge l i s m  i s  h ow  we  re a c h  t h e m  . . .
D i s c i p l e s h i p  i s  h ow  we  ke e p  t h e m .

1. To reach people with the love of God – 
EVANGELISM

To challenge believers to reach people with the love of God (evangelism), Jesus said, “Go 
into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” ~ Mark 16:15

We have a responsibility to share God’s love with people in our communities, homes, 
jobs, etc., so that lost people can come to know Jesus personally as their Lord and Savior.

We want to create an atmosphere of love, acceptance and forgiveness that says, 
“If you are around here, we are going to love you unconditionally, always, and under every 
circumstance.” Every member win a member.

Challenge: Tell someone your story about how you came to faith in Jesus, and about the 
difference he has made in your life.

2. To connect them in loving relationships with other 
Christians – FELLOWSHIP

Regardless of age or nationality, Jesus said, “The second greatest commandment is: you shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” ~ Matthew 22:39

We want to provide hope, healing, and restoration for people’s broken lives. We want to 
provide ongoing support for men, women, youth, young adults, and families.



What does that look like?

• Our church family exhibiting the spirit of hospitality.

• Our church family breaking down barriers and cliques that separate and divide us 
from successful kingdom building.

• Every member of our church family being assigned to a Care Leader within two 
weeks of joining.

• Encouraging new members and current members to get involved with a Bible 
study group.

• Finding additional ways to reach out to members who are missing in action.

• Sponsoring quarterly coffee hours with new members to meet and greet the 
pastor.

• Utilizing the Text Messaging Ministry to continue to reach out to new members, 
visitors, friends, and the Tanner Family with uplifting and encouraging spiritual 
insights to help them along their Christian journey.

• Maintaining an informative and user friendly website that is engaging and inviting 
to visitors and members while encouraging them to come to Tanner and be a 
part of God’s Kingdom building in the various church ministries and programs.

3. To help us to grow in our faith through God’s word – 
DISCIPLESHIP

I Peter 2:2-3 says, “Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow 
up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.”

Engage members in:

• Evangelism & Discipleship training
• Neighborhood Bible Study



• Intercessory Prayer
• Worship Service
• Stewardship training
• Church School

4. To challenge us to unwrap our gifts – 
MINISTRY & OUTREACH

“God has given gifts to each of you from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Manage them well so 
that God’s generosity can flow through you.” ~ I Peter 4:10

I believe that God has given spiritual gifts to all believers. I want to help people discover 
and develop their gifts. We will teach on the spiritual gifts. Our hope is that every 
member of our church would get involved serving somewhere in the church in this 
conference year finding their niche and working in it to God’s honor and glory.

Through our continued support of the Cub & Boy Scouts and Girl Scout programs 
Celebrate Recovery Ministry and Tanner’s Food Pantry,  we will continue our outreach 
to those in our community.

5. To Glorify God with our lives – 
WORSHIP

Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. 
This is the greatest commandment”  ~ Matthew 22:37-38

As we focus on our church theme: ALL IN – TOTAL COMMITMENT and work 
towards the goals and objectives of the church WE WILL:

• On Sunday mornings and whenever we gather for worship will be a time of joyful 



celebration of the presence of God.

• Worship God in spirit and truth every day of our lives.

• Foster an atmosphere that is kind, sweet, and loving to each other in the 
presence of our almighty God.

WE WILL:

• Glorify God through our giving of our tithes and offerings, realizing that we 
cannot beat God’s giving no matter how hard we try.

• Become committed givers and support the AME Church conference claims of 
$100 per year, TCAMEC Scholarship program and our annual church budget.

• Exercise faithful, committed stewardship of our time and talent to God’s glory.

• Continue to receive God’s blessings in our lives.

WE ARE COMMITTED TO:

living well

managing well

serving well 

We are committed to caring for you, embracing the attitude of LOVE, 
the attitude of CONFIDENCE, and the attitude of ACCEPTANCE. 

HISTORIC TANNER
A Place for Everyone

and Everyone in Their Place.
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